Reaſons tendred by the Free Butchers of London, 


againſt the Bill in Parliament, to reſtraine Butchers from 
Grazing of Cattle. g 


| is, becauſe that thoſe men that frame their Bill againſt vs, know hat Butchers of London can at- 
Nc] foo2da better penywozth then they can: The reaſon tyercof is. ther there is no Butcher of London 
but doth ſerue ſeuen peares Apprentice at the icaſt) betozc he is made Free. and in that time hee ma} 
tlearne to know what a leane Ore is worth, and what hee may bee worth when he is kat: But on the 
, other üde, theſe men (for the moſt part) were neuer Apprentice at all, to know how to buy and ſel : 
SAZ@t andthercfo:e, although we pay as much for ground as they do, pet we will aff902d a better pentwozrth 
then they either will oꝛ can : and in that we hope we are p2ofitable to the Commonwealth, 


4 


2. We ſay, that we arc to pꝛouide and keepe in ſtoꝛe foz the Cittie: Fo2. a5 it is the care of the Lozd Mato2 a other 
the Magiſtrates of the City of London, in the time of plenty to buy Corne in the Markets. and to lay it vp in ſtoze. fo: 
to ſupply the Markets when the Country doth faile : So, it is our care (being free Sutchers of London) to buyOrern 
and Sheepe when they are plentifull, and tokeepe them in our grounds ncere London, for the p2ouiſton of the Cittie, 
till the Countrey cannot affooꝛd ſuch Cattle ſufficient to ſerue ſuch an honourabie Titty as London is, becauſe their 
d2ift is long, and the wapes very foule, which is the cauſe that though they are fat when they come out ok the Country 
pet they are leane befoꝛe — come to London : When on the contrary,our Cattie are in our grounds nere London and 
may be bꝛought home in halfe a day, ſo that in dꝛiuing they are neuer the worſe. This we wilpꝛoue, and therfore they 


cannot affoo2d ſo good as we can. 


3. It will be pꝛoued that inany Martzet of London, if Butchers do bzing Cattle te lei they do ſeit chem ſooner, and 
as good cheape as any man whatſocuer that renteth his ground. 


4. We traue to haue the liberty that ail the Kings ſubiects haue, viz, All men of what degree, eſtate oꝛ calling what- 
ſoeuer, be they rich oꝛ pooꝛe, from the higheſt to the loweſt, they maygraze Cattle if they will, and ſcll them aliue: Oz 
any Tradeſman in London, oz in the Countrey, it he be able to hyze Land, oꝛ if he haue land of his owne, it is lawfull 
foz him to graze,and aſterwards to ſell the Cattle he hath grazed aliue: therefoze we truſt, that which is allowed eue. 

one of his Maieſties ſubiects, is not pꝛohibited foꝛ vs to doc: fo that we hope we may haue liberty to feed Oren and 
heepe, and all other Cattle, and ſell them aliue if we neede (keeping them lo long as the Statute alloweth all men 
otherwiſe, we ſhould ſeeme Aliens and ſtrangers being barred of that liberty whichis umtted to cuery one) and not 


his Maieſties ſubiects, 


5, We traue (not on the behalfe of all Butchers whatſocuer, foꝛ there are many that haue not ſerued half their time, 
and ſome that were neuer Apprentice, that vſe the trade of a Butcher, theſe wee omit { but on the behalke of the Free 
Butchers of London, that are a Company of London, and beare the charge ofa Company of London thar the benefit 
of grazing may not be taken from vs, which anciently we haue vfed, and without which. our traders /as it were no 


trade at all, and not worthy ſcuen peares ſeruice. 


6. Thoſe that haue put in their Bil againſt Butchers, haue not done it for the good of the Commonwealth, but fox 
their owne pꝛiuate gaine. Fos, if they can cnact an Act of Paritament again Butchers for ſcliing of Sheepex Oren 
aliue, then the London Butchers mult many Market dayes in a pcare, gine them that pꝛoſccute to haue ſuch an Acte. 
twenty ſhillings in one Oxe, and eightecne pence oz two ſhiüilings en one Shecpe. more in one Market day, then they 
were wozth the Market day befoꝛe. The cheeteſt cauſe that they would haue this Acte, is that thereby they might 
haue their willes to inhaunce their puzes at their owne wils and pleaſures (not caring for the iinderance of others: 
Foz when the Market is ſcanty of Cattle. then wee haue them in our grounds to ſerue dur turne, and to furniſh the 
Markets fo2 others of the pooze Jnhabitants of fo great a Citic: fot then (vnleſſe we our ſelueg would be looſers) we 
muſt be fozced to ſell Beefe at thꝛee pence 02 foure dearer in a ſtone, + cucryioynt of Button thꝛee pence oz foure pence 
deerer in one market day then at other times: but hauing in ſuch tunes of ſcarſitie Cattle grazing in our own grounds 
ſufficient to ſerue the Market, we thereby hold downe their exceſſtue prizes, which is the onely cauſe they haue prefer- 
red this Bill againſt vs free Butchers ol London, for ſelling of Cattic auuc. 


7 when as there happen any decpe lnowes, koule weather, oz high waters, that the Graſicrs cannot bung theyx 
Cattle to the City: as alſo in the timc of the viſitation of the plaguc, thc Butchers of London out of their owne p20:n 
ſton andſtoze, haue vſed aud do continually furniſh the City of London, which otherwiſe would not be ſupplped. 


8, The Kings Maieſties Court at the entertainment of Imbaſſadoꝛs, and other times, is often furniſhed with pzo- 
uiſion out of the Butchers ſtoꝛe, which they ſhall neuer be able to doe, if they ſhall bee reſtrained grazing, and ſo conſe 


quently, his Maieſty oftentimes vnpꝛouided. 


9. Laſtly, when it ſhall be conſidered by this high Court of Parliament how much it may concerne the benent of the 
Commonwealth, that we the free Butchers of London ſhould continue the vſe of grazing: and on the contrarie what 
ſcarſity it will many times in a yeare bung inthe City, if ſuch an Act ſhould be inacted againſt vs. we doubt not but it 
will be thought that thoſe men who haue framed this Bill againſt vs, haue done it moze foz their owne punate gaine, 
then foz the good of the Commonwealth. ; 


N SA Irſt the cauſe of this Bill put in againſt Butchers fo: grazing and ſciiing of Oren and Sheep altue. * 
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